
KEEPING LEARNING ALIVE 

DURING THE HOLIDAYS 

Learning doesn’t just happen in schools, nor just in term-time: it happens 
all the time, including during the summer holidays!  We’re definitely not 

suggesting that you recreate a school day with your child during the 
summer break, but we’ve got lots of ideas on how you can keep learning 

alive whilst they are away from school! Not only will this help your child’s 
learning and development, but it will make their return to school in 

September easier and more enjoyable.   

Times table knowledge and spellings are both really important for your 
child, and we have super online resources that you can use for these areas 

over the summer: 
 

 For times tables, head to Times Table Rock Stars (the link is under 
the children’s tab on our website). 

 
 For spellings, use Sir Linkalot (the link is under the children’s tab on 

our website).  If you haven’t been on before, here’s how to see all 
the videos: 

 
1. Click on the log icon (for log in) at the top right  

2. Click on 'Have a 2021/22 access code?' (not 2020/21) 

3. Type in the code Hillstone2023  

 

Reading brings so many benefits.  We are lucky to 

have an excellent local library in Shard End, so do 

make use of it!   
 

Also, if you visit https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/, you 
can find lots of super resources and access a free 

ebook library. 

https://home.oxfordowl.co.uk/
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HAVING FUN PRACTISING 

KEY SKILLS  

Estimating 

 

There are so many things they could 
estimate, including the total bill at the end 

of your supermarket shop; how many 

miles your journey has been; the number 
of pieces of pasta in the bag; how warm it 

is outside...the list is endless!   

Measuring 

 

This can go hand-in-hand with estimating 
and includes measuring lengths/heights, 

weights and capacities.  Challenge your 

child to find objects measuring 1cm, 2cm, 
3cm and so on, and whip up some tasty 

treats in the kitchen whilst also practising 
weight and capacity. 

Writing 

 

Writing is always easier and more 
enjoyable if it’s got a reason - 

holiday diaries, shopping lists, thank 

you notes and postcards  are just 
some ideas!   Could your child start 

a blog and share it with friends and 
family? 

Reading 

 

Many children love reading 
books, and your local library 

should provide a great choice 

of things to read.  But don’t 
stop there - all reading will 

help, so encourage them to 
read whenever, and whatever, 

you can.  Ideas include 
magaz ines ,  newspapers , 

webs ites , rec ipe cards, 
ad v e r t i s i n g  pamph l e t s , 

packaging, instructions for 
games...the list goes on and 

on! 

Identifying shapes 

 

Practise identifying 2D and 3D shapes by 
spotting them whilst at home or out and 

about.  What’s the largest circle they can 

find?  What different types of triangle can 
they spot?  Can they find any pyramid-

shaped items? 


